69.   LETTER TO JAIL SUPERINTENDENT, TERAVDA
YERAVDA JAIL,
December 20', 1922
THE SUPERINTENDENT
YERAVDA CENTRAL JAIL
SIR,
You have been good enough to tell me that the Inspector-
General has without reasons refused to sanction the use by me of
two Gujarati monthlies, namely, Vasant and Samdochak.
In view of the orders of the Government about the use of
periodicals by prisoners, the foregoing decision is a surprise to me.
The Government orders, as I have understood them, are that pri-
soners may have periodicals which do not contain current political
news. I am not very conversant with the Samalockak, but I am
with the Vasant. It is the standard Gujarati literary monthly edited
by Rao Bahadur Ramanbhai, well known as a social reformer, and
contributed to mainly by those who are in some way or other
connected with the Government. I have not known it to treat
political questions as such, nor have I ever known it to contain
political news. But it may be that the Inspector-General has other
reasons for disallowing the periodicals or that both the Vasant and
the Samalochak have now become political magazines. Will you
kindly, therefore, ascertain from the Inspector-General the reasons
for his decision? I may add that if the decision is not altered, it
will deprive me of the opportunity of keeping myself in touch with
Gujarati literature.
/ wnain,
Tours obediently
M. K. GANDHI
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